
Co-chairs Senator McCrory and Representative Currey, Ranking Members Representative
McCarty and Representative Berthel, and distinguished members of the Education Committee:

My name is Norah Morrissey and I am a resident of New London, Connecticut. I am testifying in
support of S.B. 1095: An Act Concerning School Resource Officers.

All students deserve to feel safe, secure, and supported in their places of learning. Yet too often
our schools rely on policing to keep children in line, rather than funding professionals trained to
deliver students necessary developmental and behavioral health resources.

I grew up in Newburyport, Massachusetts, one of the smallest cities in the state. I received my
k-12 education through our public school system, although there were alternatives such as
private schools in the area that my family had the means to send me to. Fortunately, the
Newburyport Public School system is remarkably good academically, with Newburyport High
School having a graduation rate of 98%. But even disregarding the accessibility to a rigorous,
high quality education, Newburyport Public Schools provides its students with the social
resources to thrive not only as students but as people.

The Newburyport Public Schools system’s mission statement asserts its aim to “provide
nurturing environments for emotional, social, and physical growth”. The allocation of the school’s
budget reflects this dedication, as the 2023-2024 Budget Overview lists “Investments in staffing
allow us to expand social-emotional programming to address the changing needs of
school-aged children. Advisory, wellness, and counseling programs allow us to meet our Portrait
of a Graduate vision that every child will graduate with wellness skills and a plan for their future”.
There is $285,424 being dedicated to employing psychologists for the school this upcoming
year.

In Connecticut Public Schools systems, there is a severe shortage of mental health and
wellness resources for students who are struggling behaviorally and academically. Instead,
these students in need are often met with retaliation from School Resource Officers whose roles
are to closely monitor student’s “safety”, often by physically policing students in response to
emotional outbursts. The funds dedicated to Student Resource Officers, who often only serve to
worsen students’ anxieties about their school environment, would be better allocated to
psychological and social resources that would deal with student issues in more constructive
ways. It is worth noting that Newburyport, out of a population 18,289, is home to approximately
611 people of color. It would be obtuse to not make the connection between the quality of
schooling and the fact that Newburyport and its school systems cater to an overwhelmingly
white population.

Whenever I was struggling academically or emotionally in school, I was free to report to my
guidance counselor’s office to talk about what was bothering me. I was a relatively good
student, but I struggle with depression and a consequential lack of motivation that complicates
my ability to reliably complete my work. When COVID-19 hit, I was severely unmotivated and
risked not graduating for a time. Even when I was studying remotely, my teachers and guidance



counselor and even the principal made themselves available to me, emailing to reach out when
I hadn’t been able to attend classes or my grades were slipping. It was through their efforts that I
passed my classes and am able to attend such a prestigious school like Connecticut College
today. I can attest that it is possible for students to thrive as students and people in a system
without RSO’s, with the right allocation of funding and a true dedication to improving the mental
health and wellness of the students.

According to research by Connecticut Voices for Children, there’s no evidence School Resource
Officers (SROs) make students or staff safer, but schools with SROs have more arrests and
more expulsions than their peer institutions without SROs.

I strongly support S.B. 1095. I hope the Committee and Connecticut lawmakers will vote in favor
of this bill. Together, we can build an educational system that centers the social-emotional
well-being of students through care, resources, learning, and restoration.

Thank you for your time, Norah Morrissey

https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/SRO-FINAL-Full-Acknowledgements.pdf

